
1 Wandering away from the faith may involve several of the following problems: a sin trap that can’t seem to be overcome, persuasive false 
teaching/teachers, isolation because of fear, confusion about who the real enemy is, focusing on hypocritical Christians, or willful choic-
es to please self instead of God. 

 � What kinds of wanderers have you encountered, or what kind of wanderer have you been? 

 H Regardless of the reason a person wanders away from God and the community of faith, what is the responsibility of believers when this 
happens?

2 Many Christians avoid trying to restore a sinning believer because confrontation makes them uncomfortable. 

 � Why does confrontation feel so difficult in our culture? Is our apprehension valid – why or why not? 

 Ø  How can you know whether just to pray or when it is time to talk with a sinning person?

3 Some Christians use their own shortcomings as an excuse for not talking to another believer about his sin. Is this valid? How should it be 
addressed?

4 You’re on God’s “Search and Rescue Team.” Sometimes we may have a heart to help others but we are unsure of how to go about it. Here are 
your specific instructions:

 � Who should go? If you have knowledge of the sin and you have a relationship with the person, you’re it! Truth is most often received through 
loving relationships.

 �  Get the facts. Hearsay is not good material for confrontation. 

 �  Check your own heart. “Let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall” (1 Cor. 10:12). Your motive should be to restore the 
straying one, not to put him in his place or to prove that you’re right and he’s wrong. Make sure that you are under the control of the Holy 
Spirit and displaying the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:16, 22-23; 6:1).
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 � Pray. Do not attempt to restore a straying person before you pray for him (James 5:16-18).(5) 

 � Make sure that love for God and love for your brother are your motives for going. You should desire to please God and you should show 
genuine concern for your erring brother. Generally, if a man is in sin, another man should go to him. If a woman is in sin, another woman 
should go. It is not wise for a man to go alone to a woman (other than his wife or a family member), or for a woman to go alone to talk to a 
man.

 � Go directly to the person. Do not go behind his back and try to campaign for your point of view or to try to convince others to do what God 
is calling you to do. Go alone at first. If he listens, you’ve won your brother. If he refuses to listen, take two or three others. Eventually, it may 
need to be told to the church (Matt. 18:15-17).

 � Think through in advance the proper approach and wording. Study how Nathan confronted David for starters (2 Sam. 12:1-14). *adapted 
from Steven Cole bible.org

 Ø Take some time to discuss the above instructions for rescue in your community group. Write out some questions, if you have some regarding 
the process. Be prepared to discuss a time you had to confront a wanderer or perhaps when you were personally confronted.

5 How do you know if a wanderer is a believer who is straying or an unbeliever who is just finally acting like an unbeliever? Does it change 
your approach? 

6 What is the motive to be in every confrontation? See our text (James 5:19-20) and consider (1 Peter 4:8). What can we learn from Paul’s con-
frontation with the church of Corinth (1Cor. 5; 2Cor. 7)? 

7 Proverbs 27:6 says, “Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.”

 H In dealing with the deep errors and distresses of a wanderer, what does a true friend do? 

 H What if the friend gets hurt in the process of confronting the wanderer?

8 The restorative process can only happen when what happens in the heart of the wanderer? What 
are truths about restoration that the Bible teaches?  
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