
1 Jesus had an inner confidence of His Father’s approval. Discuss the following quote by Michael Reeves. “Before He ever created, before He 
ever ruled the world, before anything else, God was a Father loving his Son.”

 6 Read Isaiah 42:1, 1 John 4:7-8, Matt 3:16-17, and John 17:24-26. What are the implications of the eternal relationship of love between the Father 
and the Son for you and me?

2 In John 5:32, Jesus says that He doesn’t need witness or testimony to validate His identity and authority. If that is true, what does it say 
about Jesus that He takes the time to make his case to the religious leaders? Discuss the marvelous truth that Jesus loves both the rebellious and 
the religious.

 6  Read Deut. 19:15. Jesus offers testimony in keeping with the Mosaic standard for a court of law. What does this show us about what Jesus is 
trying to accomplish in offering these witnesses?

 � Take time to praise God for ways that He has met you where you are.

3 Jesus calls John the Baptist as His first witness to back up His claims of divinity.  According to John 5:35, John the Baptist “was a burning and 
a shining light.” Does that statement contradict John 1:8? Why or Why not?

 Ø  Read Psalm 132:16-17. How was John’s ministry prophesied? What was John’s ministry?

 Ø  John the Baptist offers us a wonderful example of a fire kindled by God to shine light on Who Jesus is. How can you reflect his example? (See 
John 1:29-34 and 3:30.)

4 How gripping are the words “for a while” in describing the shallowness of the Jews commitment to the message of the Messiah. Write 
down some ways that people today get caught up in the excitement of a ministry without embracing the message behind it. Which of these 
ways do you struggle with?

5 How do Jesus’s miraculous works bear witness to His divinity? Read John 3:2, 10:25, 14:11. 

 Ø Consider the miracle of new birth in a person’s soul. What confidence does this offer in your life? See 1 John 5:9-10.
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6 Jesus is the pinnacle of God’s revelation to man. Without Jesus, you could say that the OT is a book without an ending. In what way do the 
following texts affirm that Jesus Christ is the central theme of the Old Testament? 

 H Luke 24:25-27, 44-45

 H 2Corinthians 1:20

 H Colossians 1:25-2:3

 H How should this affect our daily study of the Bible?

 H What does it look like to study Scripture thinking that by them we possess eternal life while simultaneously refusing to come to Jesus and to 
receive life?

7 How is ‘accepting the praise of men’ and ‘having the love of God’ opposed to one another?

 � Spend time in prayer confessing areas of your life where you love the praise of men.

8 Though the Jews prided themselves on their performance of the law of Moses, Jesus said that 
Moses would actually accuse them. How does Deuteronomy 31:26 show that the Jews “did not believe 
[Moses’] writings”?

 � In what ways does your pride in your performance of God’s law keep you from believing in Jesus 
Christ?

9 Interact with the following quote. “Faith, for John, is an activity that takes people right out of them-
selves and makes them one with Christ.” - Leon Morris
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