
1 What is the most contentious debate you have ever witnessed? 

 H When have you seen a debate become divisive among Christians? 

 H How would you determine if a theological debate or dispute was “foolish” rather than necessary? What are some examples of both that you 
have encountered along the way? 

 H How do you think internal foolish debates affect Christian witness?

2 Which are you more comfortable discussing--controversial subjects or the gospel message itself? Which do you spend more time discuss-
ing?

 H Do you gravitate towards debate rather than reveling in the goodness and lovingkindness of God? 

 H What are some guardrails for conversation to make sure you major on the majors and avoid foolish disputes in the future?

3 Discuss the problem of divisiveness in a church. How serious of a problem is it? 

 H What are some of the common ways that people are divisive in a church? Think of both subtle and blatant ways.

 H According to Titus 3, how should you respond to the first intimations of division? 

 H What is one practical thing you can do to promote and enhance unity in the church?
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4 Have you ever seen church discipline practiced? What are your memories of the occasion?

 H Why do you think so many churches avoid it today? 

 H What are some of the necessary ingredients for biblical church discipline? 

 H How should you apply Paul’s command to have “nothing more to do with” a divisive person (Titus 3:10)?

5 How does confronting a divisive person benefit that person? How does it benefit the church? 

 H Why is it unloving to ignore a sinning brother or sister? 

 H What’s at stake when it comes to church discipline?

6 At the close of Titus 3, Paul talks about “cases of urgent need.” What are some things to remember 
about needs like this when it comes to gospel ministry?

 H What would you identify as the pressing needs of our church and community? 

 H How can fruitful Christian living and a devotion to good works that adorn the gospel, intersect 
with these needs?
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